The SMA-12/30 method for serum glutamic oxalacetic transaminase assay gives higher values than are obtained with a reference spectrophotometric method for someserums.A modification of the manifold is made to permit the running of serum blanks. Blank corrections on 466 serum samples indicate that dialysis does not eliminate the need for the blank determination. Acetoacetate interferes in the SMA-12/30 method. The possibilityof other interfering substanceshas not been ruled out.
The clot alarm along with the PT-2 connection are eliminated from the system. The end nipple of the PT-b connection is then connected directly to a Tygon pump tube (0.020 ID) which serves as a direct SGOT sample line, similar to the direct cholesterol sample line. The K-8 stream splitter is changed to a K-7 with elimination of the SUOT B/S line. Other changes include use of an 11-3 cactus instead of an HO; the addition of a 7-turn coil to a 42-turn coil for enzyme incubation, and a change in the size of the air line (pump 1, line 3) from 0.056 ID to 0.073 II). There is little change in the flow rate and phasing with these modifications.
Blank determinations are run by eliminating the PT-b connection, thereby joining the SGOT sample line directly to the sample probe, and substituting control buffer for substrate (Fig 3) 
